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Provides information on hundreds of serial murder cases - from early history. This book includes

major serial killers, as well as many older cases that have been solved, such as the Green River

Killer, or further investigated like Jack the Ripper and the Zodiac Killer. It covers entries and

appendixes, which pair with more than 30 photographs.
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This is a fascinating read for true crime buffs. The author's stated purpose is to "demystify, as far as

possible, those predators in human form who have been with us since the dawn of history..." Serial

killers at large are so frightening that they end up touching all of our lives--most especially in the

United States, where 84% of all known serial killers have committed their crimes since 1980. I first

became aware of this type of human predator when I was a student at the University of Michigan,

and John Norman Collins was murdering coeds with pierced ears and long brown hair.California

native Michael Newton has published 181 books since 1977, including 147 novels but he is best

known for his true crime and reference works. I have to say that I assumed this author was British

because of his concise, witty style and also for his tendency to critique other true crime authors who

failed to get their facts straight, including the names of a serial killer's victims. One of his special

peeves is the term 'spree killer,' and he also doesn't seem to think much of profilers.Most of the

entries in this encyclopedia are concerned with the serial killers themselves, whether they acted

alone, in twosomes, or in packs. One of the biggest surprises for me was the large number of serial



killers who are or were women. Something like 12% of all serial killers are female, and Hungarian

women seem especially prone to this behavior, starting with Countess Erzsebet B'thory in the

sixteenth century whose final body count was somewhere between 300 and 650 victims. In the early

1900s,Vera Renczi murdered 35 husbands, lovers, and a son and was arrested by the police only

after they searched her basement and discovered 35 zinc coffins.
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